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Ahousaht	First	Nation	Advances	Community-Led	Stewardship	of	Its	
Forests	

Tofino,	B.C.:	Ahousaht	First	Nation	(AFN)	marks	another	significant	step	in	reclaiming	stewardship	
of	its	hahoulthee	(lands	and	waters)	through	the	transfer	of	approximately	30,000	hectares	of	Tree	
Farm	License	(TFL)	54	back	to	the	Nation.	Ahousaht	has	secured	these	areas	as	a	new	forest	license	
to	be	managed	for	Ahousaht	and	by	Ahousaht.	

The	transfer	builds	on	decades	of	Ahousaht	leadership	and	action	to	care	for	its	lands	in	ways	that	
honour	ancestral	knowledge	while	responding	to	today’s	economic	and	political	realities.	Central	to	
this	work	is	the	responsibility	of	the	hawiih	(hereditary	chiefs)	to	steward	the	hahoulthee	for	the	
benefit	of	all	living	beings,	now	and	for	future	generations.	We	also	acknowledge	the	ongoing	
contributions	and	collaborations	with	Nature	United	and	the	Province	of	British	Columbia,	whose	
support	have	helped	advance	this	work	in	a	way	that	respects	stewardship	and	conservation	
values,	and	long-term	vision	for	sustainable	management.	

“Our	hahoulthee	has	always	sustained	us,	and	that’s	why	environmental	conservation	is	so	
important”	said	hereditary	chief	ʔikaatius	Tyson	Atleo,	who	has	served	as	Ahousaht’s	negotiation	
and	technical	lead	since	2011.	“For	many	years,	we	have	been	putting	our	teachings	into	practice	
through	stewardship	on	the	ground.	This	TFL	transfer	allows	us	to	carry	that	responsibility	directly	
into	how	our	forests	are	managed.”	

We	recognize	that	this	work	is	grounded	in	the	leadership	of	generations	of	Ahousaht	leaders.	The	
late	Maquinna	Earl	George	took	a	firm	stand	against	clearcut	logging	when	industrial	forestry	began	
to	threaten	the	integrity	of	Ahousaht	territory.	Umeek	Dr.	Richard	Atleo,	was	a	central	force	in	
shaping	the	Clayoquot	Sound	Scientific	Panel	and	Land	Use	Order,	ensuring	Indigenous	laws	and	
knowledge	informed	forestry	decision-making.	Ahousaht	leaders	continue	to	challenge	extractive	
forestry	models	and	advance	an	approach	rooted	in	Ahousaht	governance	and	long-term	
community	well-being.	

Guided	by	this	legacy,	Ahousaht	developed	the	Ahousaht	Land	Use	Vision	through	extensive	
community	consultation.	The	Vision	places	conservation	first,	while	supporting	cultural	use,	access,	
and	sustainable	livelihoods.	The	successful	first	phase	of	implementing	the	Vision	in	2024	resulted	

https://mhssahousaht.ca/ahousaht-land-use-vision/
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in	the	establishment	of	63,000	ha	of	new	conservancies	within	Ahousaht	hahoulthee,	as	recognition	
that	forests,	waters,	and	wildlife	must	be	cared	for	as	interconnected	parts	of	a	living	ecosystem,	for	
community	and	for	future	generations.	

With	this	foundation	in	place,	Ahousaht	partnered	with	the	Province	of	British	Columbia	to	extend	
its	stewardship	approach	into	forestry	management,	building	on	a	relationship	of	trust	and	
collaboration	developed	over	many	years.	

In	parallel,	Ahousaht	engaged	in	more	than	a	decade	of	negotiations	with	Mamook	Natural	
Resources,	seeking	recognition	of	Ahousaht	decision-making	authority	and	support	for	a	forestry	
model	aligned	with	community	values.	While	negotiations	were	led	by	ʔikaatius	Tyson	Atleo,	with	
support	from	Jose	Robinson	on	the	Mamook	board,	this	work	reflects	the	collective	leadership	of	
the	Nation.	

Ahousaht	acknowledges	the	guidance	of	its	Hawiih—Hasheukumiss	Richard	George,	Maquinna	
Lewis	George,	Klakishsweah	John	Keitlah,	Tootmoos	Ronnie	George,	and	Muuhaht	Nathan	Charlie	
—along	with	the	ongoing	support	of	Ahousaht	elected	Council,	MHSS	staff,	advisors,	contractors,	
and	community	members.	Support	from	the	conservation	community	has	also	been	instrumental.	

The	TFL	transfer	creates	the	opportunity	for	a	made-in-Ahousaht	forest	management	plan	that	
builds	on	existing	stewardship	systems	and	supports	responsible,	sustainable	economic	forestry.	
This	approach	will	protect	critical	wildlife	habitat,	conserve	carbon-rich	forests,	and	support	
community	needs	such	as	jobs,	access,	and	ecological	restoration.	

Looking	ahead,	Ahousaht	will	explore	forest	carbon	offset	opportunities	within	conservancies	and	
future	forest	management	areas,	further	advancing	climate	responsibility	alongside	community	
benefit.	This	strategy	also	supports	the	long-term	health	and	wellbeing	of	salmon	in	Clayoquot	
Sound.	

“Our	goal	is	not	simply	to	manage	forests	differently,”	said	Atleo.	“It	is	to	continue	building	a	
stewardship	system	that	reflects	who	we	are	as	Ahousaht—one	that	puts	the	health	of	the	land	first,	
while	ensuring	our	community	can	thrive	for	generations	to	come.”	The	long-term	success	of	this	
work	will	require	a	collaborative	effort	amongst	Ahousaht	leaders	and	community	members,	crown	
governments,	visitors	to	the	hahoulthee,	and	critical	partners	like	Reddfish	Restoration	Society.	

Ahousaht’s	approach	to	stewardship	is	already	well	established.	Through	initiatives	such	as	the	
Ahousaht	Stewardship	Fee	Program,	delivered	by	the	Maaqutusiis	Hahoulthee	Stewardship	Society	
(MHSS),	the	Nation	supports	monitoring,	protection,	education,	and	responsible	access	across	its	
territory.	These	systems	ensure	that	those	who	benefit	from	Ahousaht	lands	and	waters	contribute	
to	their	care.	

	


